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carnival days in Ca-
ocecasions that beau-
of the trapics is
and its citizens give
merrymaking. In
myriads of vari-col-
immer in the tropical
falry lights on the
of masqueraders, and when the
band strikes up the gay Spanish airs
the weird reveliers dance madly in the
open spaces. Happily heedless are
practicglly all that in their midst, as
in Poe's fantastic tale, stalks “The
Masque of the Red Death.”
_But _this sinister masque is very
keenly noted by at least ome man in
the roistering crowds—a dark, serious
man, not yet of middle age, in whose
black eyes the calm light of the stu-
dént is shot through with the fire of
the born fighter in the presence of an
:‘n:my. This man is Dr Samuel Da-
Maldonado, director of the newly
established “Office of National
Health,” who is striving to overcome
the fanatical prejudices of his people
agninst scientific sanitation. For me
common enemies of health are not
only foes this modern scientist has to
‘fight: as in other great refo -
. norance, superstition, tradition, and
unwillingness to alter the settled or-
der of things loom large in his path.
By virtue of nature’s prodigality,
Caracas should be one of the most
“ hesithful of tropical cities. Elevated
2000 feet sbove the nearby sea, with
& delightful climate, the temperature
averaging 77 degrees Fahrenheit, and
wilh seasonal rains and an abundance
" of sunshine, there is no good reason
why the town should harbor Yyellow
fever apd other tropical scourges.
These deadly things have been driven
from New Orleans, Havana, Panama,
and other cities lying at sea level,
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where the patural opstacles to be ov-
‘ercome are juch greater.
A Much Ammoyed City.

8o said luldonado Until then the

Venezuelans caused

ignorance or thoughtlesgness and
e | carelessness of

'ﬂlent.aceeptthoyohowfmmrul
matter of course—one of the inennve-’
.| njences of life, a disggreeable subject,

on which the mind should not dwe)l.
And the task of persuading matural

- _romanticists to go in for realism is not
{precisely a simple one. When Maldo.

nado rudely arowsed the citizens from
their apathy by proclaiming that the
fever must go, he found himself look-
ed upon as a bothersome person, both-
ersome but harmiess. And when, con-
trary to all Capacas precedent, his
words were immediately followed by
deeds—deeds
householder in the city face to face
with the insanitary ditions, which
he was told to remedy within a cer-
tain brief time—the Director of
Health bhad indeed bécome a public
nuisance.

The specified time limit having
passed, and scarcely 1 per cent. of the
h eholders having given any heod

the new rzsula,tiom. the Doctor
pmmptly lev fines right and left,
undaunted by the resultant howl of
indignation. Maldonado had accom-
plished part of his object. The people
at last were awake. What mattered
it if he found himself—with the de-
spondent and despised Castro sulking
in his tent at Bogota—the most hated
man in the South American republic?
It would have mattered much to an
ordinary man, and it doubtless seri-
ously interfered, and still interferes,
with the docter’s personal* comfort
and with hie plans for carrying out
quick reforin; but these things are
mere incidents in the end, for, as with

fher strong men, obstacles omly in-

crease his determination to win out.
Maldonado is a fighter, and—a rare
thing in Spanish America, or any-
wifere eise—he is no respecter of per-
sons. He is feariess, too, and whea
the fight against him reached a crisis
earlier in the year, he risked his very
life in the cause of modern sanitation. |
A former incident of his career aptly
illustrates the quality of his grit.
Jalled by Presideiit Castro.

Castro was in office. It was inevi-
table that a man of Maldonados' cour-
age and independence should
the displeasure of the president.poien-
tate. Maldonado was throwa into
jail. He-did not stay there long. Ov-
erpowering his keeper one night, he

l
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in a canoe,
little Dutch island of Buen Ayre, fust
to the east of Curaeao: from which
point he cabled Castro that he “await-
ed his orders.”
To understand the situation in Ca-
racas, some specific facts are neces-
. Obwieusly, the coastant pres-
ence of yellow fever in Venezuela s
& matter of grave importance not only

country with which it maintains com-
mercial relations. The present fight
to stamp ouf the plague is, therefore,
of more than local interest.

Most people know nowadays that
yellow fever is spread by a small
mosquito, black with white markings,
known to science as the Stegemyia
Catopus. This mosquito is esseatially
“domestic” in its habits; that is, it
tkes to live in houses and thelr im-
mediate vicinity. Therein lies the dan-
ger, if the creatures are left unmolest-
ed; but it is a point in favor of these
whe wish to extérmiaete them.

In Vemesuela, a8 in other tropical|
countries where there is a succession
of wet and dry seasons, the houses
have cisterns for catching and keep-
jng the waste water. These cisterns
{1t left uncovered, form ideal breed-
ing places for the yellow-fever mos-
quito.

Maldonado’s firet order in his sani-
tation campaign was to cover up these
This, or a similar precautionary
| measure, had long been a law, but
had lain a dead letter on the statute
books. So the people did not take the
new Director’'s order seriously. Then
fines were laid against rich and poor,
literally by the hundreds. The
amounts varied from 20 to 400 boli-
vars (4 to 80 dollars), according to
{the ability to pay. Even these fines
were not regarded seriously at first
—for was not every one either “a
friend of the President” or “the
(friend of a friend”? Ah, such a little
matter could be “fixed”! But Presi-
dent Gomez, ouster of Castro, soon
nnade it clear that he would not in-
]tertere in any way with the man he
| had appointed Director of the Na-
{ tional Health; and so the amazed
,1araquenans were forced to dig into
their pockets and pay. Also they
{covered up their cisteruns.

Orders Banana Trees Cut.
l This was the first step. Others
J were to follow. There are other places

to' Venezuelans, but to every other:

looked to. Among these other ph
are the large cup-like spaces found m
some palm trees, particularly the
banana palm, where the branches
leave the main trunk. Dr. Maldonado
therefore determined to cut down ali
the immediate vici
nity of houses—and it was this move)
which matters to a climax.
wa$ no partiality, the
toees, 300 in aumber, were
remov d from the President’s
garden. Hyen this example did not}

Rallying Round the Banana.

The Spanish-American is not
Avepse to a , and here was a,
spiendid . The dector was
making enemies rlght and left. A
priest, who attempted to prevent the

who failed “to report a case of yellow
fever in his charge, was severely
fined; other physiclans, who bad
regulations and so
that tbeir henor was attacked,
ranged themselves against the new
director. Professional jealousy and
and petty squabbling played no siall
part. The story was spread among the
people that the banana indusiry of
the whole epuniry was to be destroy-
ed, and mot qmnly the few trees with-
in towa limits.

To settle the matter once and for
all, as he hoped, or at least bring the
wild aimiess discussion down to a.
sclentific basis, Maldonado called a
public conferemce, at which he prom-
ised to go over the whole matter, and
invited the doctors and others oppos-
ing him to come and listen to his
reasons. This memorial event took
place a few mopths ago. Accepting
a friendly word, the writer joined the
throngs that arrived early. Long be-
fore the time set the hall was jam-
med, and crowds, unable to gain ac-
cess, blocked the streets. “All Cara-
cas” turned out. In the audience were
most of the doctors and prominent
men of the gay little city. Luckily
few women were present.

Promptly on the hour, Dr. Mal-
donado, in evening dress, appeared
on the platform, and was received
with apparent cordiality. Other physi-
cians and officials followed. Without
formality, the director arranged his
papers and began his address. He
talked quietly for about an hour, stat-
ing bhis facts calmly and scientifi-
cally, though in lapguage which the
layman could readily grasp. He re-
peated what he had already said in
pamphlets, circulare and npewspaper
letters; that he was instituting no
povel and untried methods, but was
simply adopting those found effica-
cious in other places—notably Hav-
ana and Panama—which had been
converted from vyellow fever pest
heles to healthful residence locali-
ties.

His Training at Panama.

Maldonado had spent years at Pana

ma and had studied these methods

1

where water m “ﬂ must b '

a standard. He quoted Dx.
of Havana, and other e
prove that the present m

suther- |
ity and practical experience. Now and
then, to emphasize an impontant,
| point, the speaker’s voice
tense and be drowe bome ‘::-'twr“
with a gesture; but op the
there was that mr to}
_ | has given the
| Spanish-Americans deserved reputa-|
tion as the greatest natural orators
in the world.

A Sceme of Uproar.

Scarcely were the words out of the
speaker's mouth when the audience
was in am wuproar. Criea of protest
arose fromm the many friends of the;
attacked physiclan. In two seconds a
full-sized South American riot was in
progress. Men rushed for the stage,
while others dashed for the rear of
the hall and the balcony. Pistols were
promiscuously drawn on both sides,
and a sanguisary upent geemed
imminent. The din increased as the
crowd worked itself into a fremzy of
excitement. The orderly rows_ of
chairs were swept into heaps at the!
first convulsive movement, or strewn,
helter skelter over the floor, crackingl
the shins and impeding the progress
of the small minority who were trying
to reach an “isle of safety” and take
an impartial view of the proceedings.

At the first outbreak, the young wife
of Maldonado, a bride of a few weeks,
fled to the platform and faced the
mob with the one idea of shielding her
husband, around whom had quickly
gathered a strong bedy-guard.

Fortunately, the crowd was spend-
ing its fury in prolonged noise, and
before any serious damage could be
done the guards arrived and began to
hurry the more turbulent members
from the hall to the street. At the)
same time, above the throng en the
platform appeared a man mounted on
a table, waving his arms for quiet.
This was Roman Cardenas, minister
of public works, and one of the sup-
porters of the director of health.
Above the din the minister sbouted
for fair play, and it was not long be-
fore he had what was left of the mob
under a semblance of control. Grad-
vally, under his words, the bitter feel-
ing subsided, and a burst of applause
finally showed that the crisis was
passed. Then Dr. Maldonado, pale
and disbevelled, but his face set with
grim determination, concluded his ad-
dress.

What Has Been Dene.

On the day following the outbreak
the director showed the writer, with
the aid of a large map ruled off into
sections, just what the conditions
were and the progress that had been
accomplished. A large reduction had
already been made from the twenty.
two cases of yellow fever prevalent in
the city last December. Several of the
suburbs bad been entirely cleaned up.
An inspection of every house in the

at first hand—methods enforced by

city had been made, and there were
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but none will be exempt.
that further oxtrm;
M be regorted to. h-
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Americans are emnnond, but

(soon ceol down, and, a8 A rule, M.

have the great virtue of met barboring
a grudge. Their befter judgment will
hardly allow the earnest efforts of
their director of health to be unawvails

ing.
—
PANAMA-PACIFIC PROGRESS.

Friday, October 1th, the Gevernor
and party were takem up Mount
Tamalpais by the members of the,
Ohie i

Invitations were extended to natives
o the Buckeye State to attend the de
dicatory ceremonies of the site for
Ohio’s State building at the coming
World's Fair, which were held on the
afternoon of October 10th, and recep-
tion at the Palace Hotel in the even-
ing.

Gowernor Harmon is accompanied
by his wife and daughter. The Expeo-
sition is making every preparation fo
fittingly entertain the Governor and
his party.

Rear-Admiral Sidneyv A. Staunton,
U.S.N., a member of the “Commission !
Extraordinary to the Courts of Eu-
rope,” has just filed an interesting
report with the Navy Departmenl
witk reference to foreign naval pgr-

| Scotiand,

ticipation at the Panama-Pacific In-|
ternational Exposition.

He visited the Ministers of Marine,
of all European coupntries and re'
quested the presence of nava! vessels:
at San Francisco in 1915, giving thém |
the general scheme of the movements
of the United States fleet, as eutlined
in the Navy Department memoran
dum, stating that the details uou!d‘

to the foreign Governments,

In all cases the response was col-
dial and the visit of the Coinmission
doubtless increaserd the probability of
a large naval participation. i

The contract for the construction
of the Service Building, which is to
house a number of the departments!
activelv engaged in the construction|
of the oxposition, has been awarded,
to Fred P. and L. F. Fischer, of San;
Francisco, the contract price being
$55,111.00, The contract calls for the
completion of the building within 90
days from date. Active work will be
begun in a few days, and pushed to
completion at the earliest possible
moment.

Contracts for road work and sewers
will be advertised amd placed within
a few davs,

m

was due to the m birth rate,
but analysis shows that it was ow-
ing emtirely to the excvess of emi-
gration over for the
births 5,200,068 and the
deaths 5245,411. The matural in-
crease of population, which had fail-
en from 1509 per cent im 187181 to
12.39 to 189101, rose during the past
decade to 1243 per cent. The differ-
ence is so slight that the patural iu
crease may be considered as pracii-
cally the same for the past two de-
cades. In the period 1871-81 the ex-
cess of emigrants eover [mmigranis
amounted to over 164,000 persons, in
the next decade to over 600,000 md
in the foHowing tea years, I891-0d,
fell to 63,000, but rose to over uimuml
persons in 1961-11.

In the deeade 1901-1911 the inerease
of population in the United Stales is
given as 21 per cemt, Germany 15.2,
Italy. 6.8, Norway 68, Switzeriznd,
1.6, Canada, 4.1, New Zealand, 395,
64, Jreland 1.7. In (he
sa:ne ten years the increase, as al
ready shown, in Eagland and Wales
was 10.89 per cent, and for the whole
United Kingdom 9.1 per ceat.  Dur

..ag the past ten years there has boen

u falling off in the rate of Increase
in the United Kingdom, Norway,
Austria and Switzerland; gains were
shown in Sweden, Belgium, Holland

and Germany.
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It's awfully bhar@d to keep the dead

past bvried.




